THE UMW APPALACHIAN
DISTRICT NEWS
2nd Quarter 2018

President’s Message:
United Methodist Women 101 + Membership
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization for women with approximately 800,000
members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders and advocating for justice.
Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs and projects related to women, children and youth in the
United States and in more than 100 countries around the world.
United Methodist Women principles and values include:
• promoting the empowerment of women, children and youth
• promoting anti-racism and multiculturalism
• promoting inclusion and equity
• promoting fair labor practices
• promoting economic and environmental stewardship and sustainability
The Vision of United Methodist Women is: Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children
and youth around the world. We cannot continue to promote & do these things unless we continue to grow in
Membership!! We must encourage, support, and recruit young women to join this organization!! I challenge you
to think of ways to recruit and support young women so that this organization can continue to grow and provide
faith, hope and love in action for many women, children, and youth around the world. We must nurture the
women we have in our circles and investigate ways that we can invite others to join us! Start teen circles and look
for ways to encourage young women to join our organization. Any woman who commits herself to the PURPOSE
of United Methodist Women and to engage in mission, study, personal growth and social action can join. You
don’t have to be United Methodist or meet an age requirement to be a member.
One way of learning more about UMW is by attending district and conference events. On page 14 of this
newsletter is an application for a Scholarship to attend Mission U and Annual Celebration if you are a first timer.
Return this form to me by June 1st.
I would be happy to come and talk with your group about ways to recruit members. Please contact me or any of
our district team to discuss ways we can grow in our membership.
Peace,
Lorraine Burns

Vice-President:
As we begin the second quarter of the Appalachian District UMW, I hope everyone is using the program book
“Sacred Spaces: Encounters with God and Neighbor” in some manner in your local units.
Remember that you don’t have to use the entire program given in the book, but it is good
to incorporate what fits your local unit needs. You need to use at least two for credit on
the Mission Today Unit report for the year. I look forward to seeing you at Spiritual
Growth in June and at Mission u in July. It’s time for Local Unit Visits (LUVs), so be
sure you invite your Nurturing Partner to visit your unit soon as part of the program.
And remember to keep the ‘P’ in VP with Purpose, Planning and Program!
Peace,
Katie Burns
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Secretary:
I enjoyed seeing so many UMW at our District Prayer Breakfast. “Hats off” to Sherry Summerlin for planning
such a wonderful event, to the Taylorsville UMW for hosting us, and to the Taylorsville UMM for a wonderful
breakfast. If you weren’t able to attend the Prayer Breakfast, hopefully you can join us at the District Mission
Study at Sparta UMC on April 21st. The mission study, Living as a Covenant Community, examines major
covenants throughout the Bible and what they reveal about God’s character and eternal love for us – enhancing
our understanding of how God works with us, in us, and through us. This understanding is critical for living up to
our UMW Purpose and in fulfilling our WNCC and District UMW 2018 Vision of Growing as a Community of
Women Who Are One in Christ.
Blessings,
Jan Taylor

Nominations:
Hello My Sisters,
I just want to say how much I enjoy being with my UMW sisters. Whether it’s worshipping together at the Prayer
Breakfast, learning together at the Mission Study and Mission u, or just spending quiet time at the Spiritual
Growth Retreat, being a part of UMW is awesome. Members of UMW are always growing, always learning, and
always advocating for women, youth, and children at home and around the globe. I see so many familiar faces
when we have these events that I know you share in the desire to make the world a better place for all people. I
hope you will consider taking the extra step and joining the district team. We welcome new faces and new ideas
and we need your help. Please give me or any team member a call or email and we’d be glad to talk to you about
the opportunities available.
Peace & Blessings,
Kim Smith

Communications/Newsletter:
We still need updated lists of 2018 Appalachian District unit officers. You can mail, email, or call to give
information to Lorraine Burns or me, or you could provide the information through your nurturing partner. We
want to make sure that District and Conference UMW information is passed to all units to pass on to all unit
members. Also, I would love to have photos of local UMW unit events to include in our newsletters; you can
email them to me at j.kay.tay@gmail.com.
Blessings,
Jan Taylor
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Spiritual Growth:
Dear Sisters In Christ,
Thank you for your presence at the 2018 Prayer Breakfast held at First UMC
Taylorsville and hosted by the First Taylorsville UMW. We remembered 28 Sisters
during the Memorial Service. As a starfish was placed in the sand, our hearts
overflowed with love and the joy of having known these United Methodist Women and
the shared memories of our journey together.
We are so excited to have the “Glory Gifts” Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake
Junaluska, June 15-16. Registration is now, so get your move on and sign up
ASAP. You do not want to miss this “Glory Gift”! The time away is renewing and
refreshing, and I promise you will leave with your cup overflowing. Bring your Bible,
comfortable clothes, your S.M.I.L.E., and your UMCOR Health Kits. The speaker is
the Rev. Dr. Suzanne G. Michael of New Hope UMC.
The other exciting news is Mission u at Pfeiffer University in Misenheimer on July 1922. Our hands-on mission project is School Kits. Again, you just don’t want to miss
this opportunity to grow spiritually and to learn more about mission. Grab a sister
and register as soon as possible. You will be blessed beyond your imagination by
spending three days seeking God in and through our studies. The friendship and
fellowship will be life changing. The Spiritual Growth Study: “Embracing Wholeness:
An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living” is calling us to participate and learn. The
full-time leader is Dr. Patty Meyers and the overview leader is Sandrea Williamson.
“God has called us to live in covenantal relationship with all of creation and
challenges readers to work toward stronger and healthier relationships with creation,
their communities, themselves, and God.”
So see you there...
Love and prayers,
Sherry Summerlin

Program Resources:
I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter. The weather has given me more time for outside
reading. Don't tell my family, but I love to take a book out to the swing on the back porch and
lose myself in it. I want to recommend a 2016 Social Action book "Just Mercy". The author,
Bryan Stevenson took on serving the unjustly incarcerated men in Alabama. These men are
innocent and the system has done them wrong. To quote Stevenson, "Why do we want to kill
all the broken people?" Then he goes on to say, "We are all broken by Something. We have all
hurt someone or have been hurt. We all share in the condition of brokenness even if our
brokenness is not equivalent." He was not able to save all those he worked with but he comes
to terms with that. He says, "I didn't deserve reconciliation or love in that moment, but that's how mercy works.
The power of mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving."
If you live in a city with homeless, you might begin to see more of them on the streets, now that
they are out of the shelters. The children's book, "I Am A Bear", is a great book to help your
children (and you) understand what living homeless really is. It is a 2018 Nurturing for
Community book. I will have some available at the next district event.
Enjoy the nice weather. I look forward to seeing you again or meeting you on April 21st.
Micki Earp
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Treasurer:
As we move forward into 2018, I would like for us to look back to 2017 at the Units that gave in All Five
Channels of Undesignated Giving. These Units are:
Barbara Heck
Bethlehem
Boone
Charity
Clifton
Cool Springs
Deerfield
First Elkin
First Granite Falls

First Jonesville
First North Wilkesboro
First Taylorsville
Friendship-Statesville
Grace Chapel
Hiddenite
Hudson
Millers Creek
Mt. Bethel - Alexander

Mount Hermon
Mountain View
New Covenant
Pine Grove
Scott's Chapel
Shiloh - Sparta
Union Grove
Wesley Chapel
Wilkesboro

Congratulations to these units! I would like to challenge all Appalachian District Units to give in All Five
Channels of Undesignated Giving in 2018. To do this, a unit must do these five things:
1. Mission Giving - make a unit pledge and meet that pledge.
2. Gift to Mission - give a card ($5 each) to remember people on special occasions, say thank you, or let
someone know you are thinking of them.
3. Gift in Memory - a card given in memory for whomever you wish to remember in the amount of $5 (or more).
4. Special Mission Recognition - giving a pin (beginning at $40) to recognize a special person in your unit,
church, or community. May give in this channel without giving a pin in increments of $5.
5. World Thank Offering - an offering to show thanks for blessings by giving to the UMW missions for women,
children, and youth around the world.
Remind your units of the 2018 Financial Goal set by our UMW Executive Committee to increase membership by
5%. Increase in membership may seem like a strange Financial Goal, but membership growth is the fuel for the
health of the future of United Methodist Women Mission. Our current membership must continue to support our
giving to missions faithfully and generously and to continue to thrive and meet this world’s growing need for
mission, we need that next wave of women to step forward with us as we work together to “expand the concepts
of Mission." Membership IS our Future. The following are some ways to help increase membership: go to
website wnccumw.org for 125 Ideas for Recruiting New Members; invite, invite, INVITE verbally, hand out
invitations, email, text and/or go get them; and look at meeting times and formats and make changes as needed.
Also, remind your units of the 2018 Conference Love Offering Theme: A Gift to
Mission in Honor of Deaconesses and Home Missioners: Past, Present and Future. I
took a walk through the Mission Personnel in the back of the Prayer Calendar and read
the names of several Missionaries and Global Mission Fellows that I have had the
opportunity to meet and work with on mission trips. This Love Offering will give me
the opportunity to celebrate them and what they have done and continue to do for their
communities. You may bring your Love Offering to UMW's Annual Celebration at
Lake Junaluska; mail a check payable to Treasurer, WNCC UMW and send to Nancy
Reigel, Conference Treasurer, 375 Troy Norris Road, Boone, NC 28607; or mail a
check payable to Appalachian District UMW, designated Conference Love Offering,
and send to me.
Thank you for your work on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world. I look forward to seeing you
at the Spiritual Growth Retreat in June and/or at Mission U in July. If I can help you, please let me know.
Nancy Johnson
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Membership – Nurture – Outreach:
Greetings UMW sisters,
Let us remember the purpose of the UMW: United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose
PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries
of the church. Remember, it is difficult to make a difference when working alone; however when we come
together as a group we are a formidable force! Make your voices heard by being a part of our wonderful group!
Remember to use your nurturing partners this year! These partners are available to visit, help with your programs
and give support in any way you may need.
With spring finally upon us, this is the perfect time to bring new life to your unit by adding new members! Reach
out to friends to share the joy, excitement, and creativity, as well as the social stances of our UMW. Remember
sometimes these invites will need to be numerous! Let them see how much you want them in our fellowship!
Getting involved, reaching out, and keeping informed will keep your local unit healthy and on the forefront in
your community. Join us for the District Mission Study on April 21st! We will be looking for you in Sparta.
Peace of Christ to you,
Denise Harris

From your Appalachian District Legacy Fund Energizer:
I hope that everyone was able to attend the District Prayer Breakfast at First
Taylorsville UMC in March. Sherry Summerlin put together a beautiful stage
setting and a very touching and sincere ceremony of remembrance for our
United Methodist Women sisters that we lost in 2017. As Sherry read each
name, a candle was lit and a starfish was placed in a container of sand. There
were pictures of almost every member and Sherry told us a little about each
woman. It was a heartwarming tribute to these ladies.
That brings me to just one opportunity (of many) to give to the Legacy Fund. In June each year, I make a
donation to the Legacy Fund in memory of my sister who passed away in 2015. You may have read about her
before. She lived in a tiny town in Texas and attended the UMC there. Sometimes, there were only 3 ladies at the
circle meeting, but never more than 6. As a consequence, they were not always able to fully qualify for what we
know as an active circle. I would always write to her to share stories about my Sparta UMW and our many
activities which, in turn, she shared with her UMW ladies. It brought her so much joy to know that my husband
and I had found a home church. So when the formation and the purpose of the Legacy Fund was announced, I
immediately thought of my sister and what a meaningful way to remember her church life and legacy. Surely, we
all know women in our life who deserve to be honored/remembered in a way that will ensure the future of the
mission of United Methodist Women – to help make better lives for women, children and youth here in the United
States and around the world. I cannot think of a better way to pay tribute to a special woman than to make a
donation to the Legacy Fund in her honor. Please consider this suggestion.
I would like to share some information that I recently received from WNCC Treasurer, Nancy Reigel, as a way to
reach the Conference goal of $1.5 million for the Legacy Fund. Nancy writes that there are over 21,000 members
in the WNCC. To easily raise what seems to be a HUGE amount of money, if each member were to give $75
over the 5-year campaign, we could meet and exceed that goal. That is only $15 per year, and, if someone is
behind – the opportunity exists to make up the amount by the end of the fundraising campaign. We CAN reach
this goal. WE CAN MAKE THIS HAPPEN!!
Beverlee Scott
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Social Action:

Earth Day 2018: End Plastic Pollution
Countdown to April 22
This year’s campaign is to End Plastic Pollution.
Stand up!
Join up!
Take action!
From poisoning and injuring marine life to disrupting human hormones, from littering our beaches and landscapes
to clogging our waste streams and landfills, the exponential growth of plastics is now threatening the survival of
our planet.
In response, Earth Day 2018 is dedicated to providing the information and
inspiration needed to fundamentally change human attitude and behavior about plastics.
Earth Day Network is working to secure a future free of plastic pollution. Please join us! Sign our petition.
https://www.earthday.org/end-plastic-pollution-petition/

BE THE CHANGE
What is Earth Day, and what is it meant to accomplish?
A message from Earth Day President, Kathleen Rogers

Close to 48 years ago, on 22 April 1970, millions of people took to the streets to protest the negative impacts of
150 years of industrial development.
In the US and around the world, smog was becoming deadly and evidence was growing that pollution led to
developmental delays in children. Biodiversity was in decline as a result of the heavy use of pesticides and other
pollutants.
The global ecological awareness was growing, and the US Congress and President Nixon responded quickly. In
July of the same year, they created the Environmental Protection Agency, and robust environmental laws such as
the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act, among many.
Earth Day is now a global event each year, and we believe that more than 1 billion people in 192 countries now
take part in what is the largest civic-focused day of action in the world.
It is a day of political action and civic participation. People march, sign petitions, meet with their elected officials,
plant trees, cleanup their towns and roads. Corporations and governments use it to make pledges and announce
sustainability measures. Faith leaders, including Pope Francis, connect Earth Day with protecting God’s greatest
creations, humans, biodiversity and the planet that we all live on.
Earth Day Network (EDN), the organization that leads Earth Day worldwide, today announced that Earth Day
2018 will focus on mobilizing the world to End Plastic Pollution, including creating support for a global effort to
eliminate single-use plastics along with global regulation for the disposal of plastics. EDN will educate millions
of people about the health and other risks associated with the use and disposal of plastics, including pollution of
our oceans, water, and wildlife, and about the growing body of evidence that decomposing plastics are creating
serious global problems.
From poisoning and injuring marine life to the ubiquitous presence of plastics in our food to disrupting human
hormones and causing major life-threatening diseases and early puberty, the exponential growth of plastics is
threatening our planet’s survival. EDN has built a multi-year campaign to End Plastic Pollution. Our goals
include ending single-use plastics, promoting alternatives to fossil fuel-based materials, promoting 100 percent
recycling of plastics, corporate and government accountability, and changing human behavior concerning plastics.
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EDN’s End Plastic Pollution campaign includes four major components:
 Leading a grassroots movement to support the adoption of a global framework to regulate plastic
pollution;
 Educating, mobilizing and activating citizens across the globe to demand that governments and
corporations control and clean up plastic pollution;
 Educating people worldwide to take personal responsibility for plastic pollution by choosing to reject,
reduce, reuse and recycle plastics; and
 Promoting local government regulatory and other efforts to tackle plastic pollution.
All of Earth Day Network’s campaigns, whether protecting forests, registering new voters or greening cities, help
create a greener, more sustainable future. You can get involved now to make your mark in the urgent fight against
climate change.

United Methodist Women calls for sound stewardship of the earth and environmentally
friendly lifestyles that preserve creation for the benefit of present and future generations.
Get involved in environmental work:
"They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.” ~Isaiah 65:25

United Methodist Book of Discipline:
All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it. Water, air, soil,
minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space are to be valued and conserved because they are God’s
creation and not solely because they are useful to human beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation.
We should meet these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect. (Social Principles, ¶ 160)
Donna Parks Hill

Mission Education and Interpretation:
Greetings my Sisters!
Winter is over, and spring is in the air! Are you getting excited about what we can do for Missions! I encourage
all our units in the district to go online and look over all the criteria that will help you to become a Mission Today
Unit.
I hope you are making plans to attend Mission u at Pfeiffer University, July 19-22. What a wonderful time you’ll
have and you can meet new friends as well!
A helpful resource for your units is RESPONSE magazine….
As you go forth, think over just what is MISSIONS?
Mmotivate
iinspire
sseek
sshare
iignite
ooneness
nnurture
ssteadfast
Be Blessed!
Roberta Walker
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United Methodist Women Appalachian District
Scholarship Application 2018
Each year the Appalachian District awards stipends for attendance at the following events:
for Mission u
for the North Carolina Conference United Methodist Women Annual Celebration
for a teen girl to attend one of the above events
Each unit is encouraged to submit applications from your unit based on only two considerations:
A person who has never attended before
A person who is interested in learning more about United Methodist Women
Please encourage women in your unit to apply for one of these great opportunities to grow their faith! The recipients of
the stipends will be chosen by the District Executive Committee by June 1, 2018.
This application is for: (check one)
Mission u at Pfeiffer University July 19-22, 2018
North Carolina Conference Annual Celebration at Lake Junaluska September 14 16, 2018
Teen Application for Mission u at Pfeiffer University July 19-22, 2018
Teen Application for North Carolina Conference Annual Celebration at Lake Junaluska Sept. 14 16, 2018

Name

Street Address

City

State

Home Phone

Mobile Phone

E-mail Address

Zip Code

Work Phone

Local Church

Please share why you want to attend your chosen event and how you plan to use the knowledge you will gain:

Recommendation statement from a fellow United Methodist Woman:

Signature

Date

Return completed form to Lorraine Burns, PO Box 473, Granite Falls, NC or lorrainecburns@gmail.com.
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2018 UMW Appalachian District Nurturing Partners
Church / Unit

Nurturing Partner

Church / Unit

Nurturing Partner

Arbor Grove

Jan Taylor

Jefferson

Jan Taylor

Banner Elk

Sherry Summerlin

Littlejohn

Katie Burns

Barbara Heck

Kimberly Smith

Maple Springs

Jan Taylor

Baton

Margo Bowman

Millers Creek

Jan Taylor

Bethelview

Pamela Reid

Monticello

Linda Greer

Bethlehem

Linda Greer

Mount Bethel (Hickory)

Sherry Summerlin

Boone

Jan Taylor

Mount Hermon

Sherry Summerlin

Broad Street

Linda Greer

Mount Zion (Lenoir)

Margo Bowman

Calvary

Nikki Vance

Mountain View

Nikki Vance

Charity (Elkin)

Donna Parks Hill

New Covenant

Margo Bowman

Chestnut Hill

Nikki Vance

Pine Grove

Belinda Johnson

Christ Boulevard

Brenda Kimberlin

Piney Creek

Donna Parks Hill

Clifton

Nancy Reigel

Piney Grove

Kimberly Smith

Colliers

Katie Burns

Pisgah (Hiddenite)

Beverly Curtis

Cool Spring

Micki Earp

Providence

Sara Reid

Cox's Chapel

Beverlee Scott

Scott's Chapel

Katie Burns

Deerfield

Roberta Walker

Shiloh (Sparta)

Beverlee Scott

Ebenezer (Granite Falls)

Lorraine Burns

Smethport

Martha Phillips

First (Elkin)

Beverlee Scott

Snow Creek

Sara Reid

First (Granite Falls)

Beverly Curtis

Sparta

Kimberly Smith

First (Jonesville)

Kimberly Smith

Stony Point

Nancy Johnson

First (North Wilkesboro)

Jan Taylor

Temple Hill

Kimberly Smith

First (Taylorville)

Sherry Summerlin

Union Grove

Sara Reid

Friendship (Statesville)

Beverly Curtis

Warrensville

Denise Harris

Gamewell

Lorraine Burns

Grace Chapel

Sherry Summerlin

Wesley Memorial

Denise Harris

Kimberly Smith

Wesley's Chapel (Elkin)

Kimberly Smith

Margo Bowman

West Jefferson

Donna Parks Hill

Hiddenite

Nancy Johnson

Wilkesboro

Lorraine Burns

Hudson

Lorraine Burns

Grassy Creek (State
Road)
Harper's Chapel
(Patterson) NC
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Wesley Chapel
(Hamptonville)

Kimberly Smith
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Appalachian District

United Methodist Women
2018 Programs

Mission Study

Annual Meeting

Sparta United Methodist Church
Saturday, April 21, 2018
Hands on Mission Opportunity: UMCOR School Kits
Theme: Sacred Spaces with Neighbors
Study: Living As a Covenant Community
Registration: 9:30 a.m.
Study: 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
(with a working lunch)

Study Leader: Ann Aldridge
Love Offering: Gift in Memory of Linda Young

Broad Street UMC Statesville •
Saturday, August 25, 2018
Theme: Celebrating Sacred Spaces
Registration: 9:30 am/Meeting: 10:00 am
Drawing to be held at the District meeting
this year for the C.P.R. “Feel
the Luv” care package;
all units who requested a
LUV visit will be entered
for a chance to win!

LUV

Leadership and Membership Development Training

First Elkin United Methodist Church
Saturday, November 3, 2018
Theme: Developing Sacred Spaces
Registration: 9:30 – 10:00 a.m.
Training: 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon
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